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History of European 
Integration

Seminar 5. The de Gaulle era and the intergovernmental approach to 
European integration



The seminar will begin with a
brainstorming session on
European integration in the
early 1960s, analyzing the
success of integration, socio-
economic contribution, and the
establishment of an institutional
community. To understand how
it works and that the
participants evaluate
themselves, and at the end of
the seminar increase their
knowledge.

Activity No. 1 



In the following activity there
will be a debate between
participants and experts to
discuss about de Gaulle's
particular vision on European
integration and the role of
Europe in international
relations.
In order to have more points
of view and enrich the
information.

Activity No. 2 



With the use of different
interactive multimedia materials,
as short videos, during the
seminar, participants will learn
more about “The empty chair
crisis”, specially in the drawn up in
1965 by Walter Hallstein, and the
proposal for the financing of the
common agricultural policy (CAP).
This will generate interest in the
participants and clear information

Activity No. 3 



A round table will be held by
expects with a moderator, to
explain the other de Gaulle
initiatives: Fouchet plans, The
Élysée Treaty, and the De
Gaulle’s vetos to the accession
of the UK, in order to
understand the decision-making
mechanisms that later
transformed into the European
integration, and the relations
with the other countries.

Activity No. 4



A debate will be presented where
participants can discuss about the
The aftermath Referendum, De
Gaulle's resignation, the new
course of French foreign policy
Indispensable for France to re-
establish a relationship with the
UK, Openness to British accession
to the EEC Willy Brandt’s Ostpolitik
oThe East-West rapprochement
policy. This will encourage to build
a thematic deepening in the
research, for the new generations.

Activity No. 5



At the end of the lesson, 15-20 minutes
will be given for a round of questions /
answers, with the experts, to clarify the
outstanding doubts on the subject of the
position of the UK, the first and second
veto from De Gaulle (1961, 1967), and
the political and economical situation in
the European Union.

To close the seminar, feedback work can
be carried out so that participants can
actively apply the knowledge learned.

Activity No. 6
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